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Micro-foundations
of problem solving:
What determines
how individuals
search?

This study contributes to the theory on problem solving as search by
focusingonhowindividualssearchand what individualantecedents
determinesearchbehaviour.Sofar research has mainly addressed the
strategic distinction between explorationand exploitationatan
organizationallevel,and has done less to disentangle the heterogeneity
ofindividual level search behaviour processes. Combining data collected
from individuals solving an experimental task with a quantitative survey
wepresentevidencethatvaryingindividual cognitive styles notonly
explain how individuals create different outputs butalso how different
styles translates into a continuous lower propensitytoengageinvarious
searchbehaviorsduringthe ongoingsearch process.
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